The Final Peace Efforts
him that Grey was insistent upon mediation by the
Powers, which might have as its basis, "after the occu-
pation of Belgrade or other towns," such conditions as
Austria should suggest. "The necessity for mediation
seemed to him urgent, if matters were not to come to a
European catastrophe." The German ambassador added
that the British Foreign Secretary had told him, by way
of a friendly personal hint, that in the event of war between
Germany and France, Great Britain could not "long
remain aloof." Much alarmed by this communication,
the German Chancellor expressed his profound anxiety
to the German ambassador in Vienna in instructions of
the utmost urgency.(29)
"Germany," he said, "if she had Great Britain as her
adversary, would have to bear the brunt of the struggle.
Austria's political prestige, the honour of her army, and
also her justifiable claims with regard to Serbia could
undoubtedly be sufficiently assured by the occupation
of Belgrade or other places; the humiliation of Serbia
would re-establish Austria's position in the Balkans
and vis-d-vis Russia. In view of these circumstances we
should urgently and strongly advise the Vienna Cabinet
to accept mediation in such honourable conditions
Responsibility for the consequences which may otherwise
follow will be very heavy for Austria and for ourselves."
Scarcely five minutes after this telegram had been
dispatched to Tschirschky, Bethmann-Hollweg sent him
another(3o) which has already been referred to, in which
using categorical and almost stern language, he said:
"We are ready to fulfil the obligations of our alliance.
But we must refuse to allow ourselves lightly to be
dragged by Vienna into a general conflagration without